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This newsletter is published for the information of members of the ANAA Inc. Any person wishing to reproduce or use such information in any 
way must obtain permission from the Editor or the author. The views and opinions by contributors of this newsletter are not necessarily those 
of the ANAA Inc.  
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 2 President’s Report 

December 2023 

Dear Members, 

We are getting closer to ticking all the boxes for the year. 

The annual conference in Parramatta went well, although extremely tiring! 

If you add up all of the education hours it would be about 16-17 CPD hours. This is pretty 

full on & perhaps we can reduce this at the next conference allowing more time to network 

and see the trade displays. There is always a concern a presenter may pull out last minute 

so we try to fill the day. Thank you to all of you that attended. 

It is always a great learning experience having our wonderful trade displays attend. The au-

diologists in particular have been very supportive each year & we welcome them in the fu-

ture to provide ongoing education. 

Good news is that Sharyn & her team from Canberra have agreed to host the next confer-

ence. Thank you girls for offering to do this massive task. It will be fun & rewarding at the 

same time. 

Kate has sent out an email to all members asking if anyone is able to help write our new 

audiometry nursing course with the Australian College of Nursing. If you are interested, 

please let us know & also Linlin at ACN. The applicant will be paid to do this. 

We have had some interest already but please let us know if you can help. 

After the call out from Hear our Hearts bus in Dubbo a couple of audiometry nurses have 

been able to help out with their screening program. This shows great partnership with our 

fellow hearing health stakeholders. If anyone else is interested, please let us know or con-

tact Rachel & Donna in Dubbo. 

I hope everyone has a very happy Xmas & takes time out to reflect on the year and spend 

time with loved ones & friends. 

Thank you all for supporting our audiometry nursing organisation for another year. 

Take care & best wishes. 

Tracy 
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Child and Family Health Nurse - Clinical Nurse Specialist 2 Audiometry - NSW Health Careers  

Sea Change 

https://jobs.health.nsw.gov.au/jobs/child-and-family-health-nurse-clinical-nurse-specialist-2-audiometry-235193
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Conference 2023 - Parramatta 
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Conference 2024 for  

Canberra/Queanbeyan   

Requesting Contributions 

 

Calling on all preserve makers, seed collectors 

this year to put some aside to contribute for the 

raffles please.  

If you’re a crafter or artisan would love to re-

ceive an artwork, piece of pottery or crotchet/

kitted piece, dyed fabric/felting, carved wooden 

spoon etc.   

 

Bring them along all donations will be gratefully 

received and acknowledged.  
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Guidelines for Public outpatient services are currently being drafted . Below is an ex-

tract of the drafted guidelines which refer to our Audiometry Nurse children’s hearing 

services.  

It’s and interesting and enlightening read for our members to be aware and have an 
understanding  of the classification / triage categories placed on our clients referred 
for intervention in order for us to help us advocate when writing our hearing reports.  
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Sandra Corbett’s little men from her 

Gunnedah and Narrabri Clinic’s 

       Harper at Gunnedah 

  Darren at Narrabri 

Great to see  

other clinic 

settings.  

Please send 

us yours.  
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In October this year we invited Janine Leslie Audiologist from the HAPPEE program on the North Coast of NSW to 

attend our quarterly Audiometry Nurses meeting.  

Janine was a retired Audiologist who came out of retirement to take on the role in the HAPPEE program when it 

commenced. She is passionate about the role and was keen to teach us her tips and tricks when testing little chil-

dren. Sadly, Janine is really retiring next year. Hopefully someone as keen and energetic as Janine will take on the 

role. 

Here are some photos from the day. Taken at Goonellabah Child and Family Health Centre. The group photo is 
Kate Norton, Lynne Blundell. Lyn Delaney, Janine Leslie, Shirley Howitt, Cheryl Ducat & Annette Swanson. 

North Coast Team  



19  

 19 

Masking Workshop 
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In Canberra we requested these boxes thinking they would be quite large but they are not they 

are small red boxes for the desk top. We will be just collecting them bag in plastic bag/post 

pack and bag.  

I question the wastage around the whole scheme of single use items labelled by a company 

simply for the exercise of revenue generation. Is the ear canal with an intact tympanic mem-

brane which secretes cerumen excreting membrane different from any other intact skin mem-

brane. These tips are not required to be sterile only clean.  I am fully aware of health policy and 

procedures around single use items. I’m just seeking more solid research and evidence around 

this seemingly wasteful expenditure of tax payers money .  

Does anyone know about existing legislation around companies labelling these items?  

Please send in your discussion.  
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Committee Member 

Julie PLANT 

Coffs Harbour Health Campus 

66567200 

julie.plant@health.nsw.gov.au 

Committee Member 

Kirsten BIDDLE 

Hunter New England LHD 

PO Box 701  

Inverell NSW  

Phone: 02 67219600Email: 

kirsten.biddle@health.nsw.gov.au 

Committee Member/ Editor ‘Ear ‘Tis 

Sharyn WILKINSON 

ACT Health Children’s Hearing Services 

Phone: 0261052346 

sharyn.wilkinson@health.nsw.gov.au 

sharyn.wilkinson@act.gov.au 

Treasurer 

Kate NORTON 

 Northern NSW LHD 

Grafton Community Health Centre 

Arthur Street, GRAFTON, NSW, 2460 

Phone: 02 6641 8702    Fax: 02 6641 8703 

Email: kate.norton@health.nsw.gov.au 

 

Vice President 

Helen GEE 

Kempsey Primary and Community Care .  

Mid North Coast Local Health District 

helen.gee@health.nsw.gov.au 
www.health.nsw.gov.au 

President 

Tracy HAWES 

Western Sydney LHD 

Parramatta Community Health Centre 

Mt Druitt Community Health Centre 

Phone: 02 9881 1200 

 

ANAA Inc. Committee 2023/2024 

Secretary 

Gisella LAUGHTON 

Nepean Blue Mountains NSW LHD 

Springwood, Lithgow & Penrith Community Health Centres 

Tel 02 4751 0100 |  

gisella.laughton@health.nsw.gov.au  
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Wishing All  

A Merry Christmas 

and best wishes for  

2024 


