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PRESIDENTS REPORT – DECEMBER 2021 
Wishing all our wonderful Audiometry Nurses and their Families a 

merry Christmas and happy new-year and a well- deserved 

break. 

 

Hopefully 2022 will be on the up and up and we will actually be able to get together to 

share our audiometry experiences. I know that some of you have been deployed and will 

resume you’re audiometry roles which is great for all of us. 

Tamworth is hosting a calibration and clinical skills update on March 30-31
st
 for Northern, 

Hunter New England LHD. So this is a wee get together. Good practice for our Annual con-

ference in Tamworth October 20
th
-21

st
 2022 when everybody is welcome. The annual gen-

eral meeting will also be held in October. 

Two new audiometry students have recently completed their studies. Jennifer Henderson 

who will be taking the over Armidale position in the new year. 

Nadine Moxey from Forbes, who works in private GP practice and is hoping to get more 

hearing testing happening for the town. Presently there is a 6 month wait list. 

Jenny and Nadine did their Practical component through Tamworth CHC and it would be 

great for more audiometry nurses to become clinical supervisors so we can offer more 

places for our students to complete their studies. 

I have been in contact with Markeeta Marr, Aboriginal Otitis Media co-ordinator for NSW. 

Markeeta is keen to find out where the gaps are in audiometry services so she can set up 

audiometry services for those areas. Markeeta is keen to promote the Hapee and Plums 

and Hats programmes. 

A big thankyou to Tracy Hawes who has been our president for the  

past 4 years. I am taking over the role for this year.  

Have a great Christmas and we will be in contact in the New Year, 

Cheers  

Purna 
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Merry Christmas  

to the gorgeous girls at  

Moree and Tamworth 

Marg Elliott– Tamworth 

Lucy Rindo-Tamworth 

Purna Sweetman-Tamworth 
Fiona Murphy-Moree 



 4 

Huge Warm Welcome 

    to our  

      Newest 

  Members 

Full Members 

 

 Kaye Pearce from Cooma.  

 

Associate Members 

 Kelly Johnston – from Ballina. Kelly is doing the Au-
diometry course in 2022. 

 Catherine McMenamin from Wyong. Works for Fuller-
ton Health in their  Earworx clinic. 

 Margaret Ridgeway from Maitland. Coordinator for 
the SWISH program Newcastle. 

 Nadine Moxey from Forbes. Currently completing 
the Audiometry Course with the College of Nursing. 

 

Welcome and Best wishes to Kelly and Nadine on their 
current studies. 
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The ANAA Inc. Scholarship for 2022 
opened on the 1st of December and clos-

es on the 16th of February.  

 

This scholarship is for the value of sub-
ject 242 Clinical Issues in Audiometry 

Nursing.  

 

If you know any prospective Audiometry 
students, please direct them to our web-
site. 

 

AUDIOMETRY NURSES ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA 

INC.   
Audiometry Nurses Association of Australia Inc. 
(anaa.asn.au)  

The Audiometry Nurses of  

Australia  

Scholarship 

https://www.anaa.asn.au/
https://www.anaa.asn.au/
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Otovent 
We would love to hear from nurses audiologists out there recom-
mending or using Otovent with paediatric clients. We would love to 
hear your first hand experiences. For those not familiar with Otovent 

A little background…. 

The original Otovent was developed and launched in 1993 by Kestrel 
Medical to help people suffering from glue ear. Glue ear is a condition, 
mainly found in children, where the eustachian tube which connects the 
back of the throat with the middle ear can’t easily open to allow air to 
enter the middle ear. As a result, fluid starts to be secreted from the 
cells lining the middle ear which then accumulates and cannot be re-
leased, as the eardrum is a barrier one way, and the blocked eustachian 
tube the other. 

This can cause hearing reduction or loss, pain, dizziness and clumsiness, 
sleep issues, irritability, tinnitus and speech development issues in chil-
dren. In addition, glue ear causes infection and this can lead to perfo-
rated eardrums as the build up of infected fluid pushes out against the 
ear drum until it breaks. As a result, grommets are often used to treat 
glue ear.  

https://www.otovent.co.uk/about-kestrel-medical/
https://www.otovent.co.uk/about-kestrel-medical/
http://www.ndcs.org.uk/family_support/glue_ear/
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The device is simple – a tiny balloon is attached to a small nozzle that 
plugs one nostril. You close the other nostril off with a finger and then 
blow out through the nostril connected to the otovent which open the 
eustachian tube.  

Grommets are tiny tubes that are insert-
ed into the ear drum to keep air flowing into the middle ear. However 
there are serious side effects if you are a water baby. You cannot sub-
merge the head in water, there is still a risk of infection, and you are 
permanently scarring and thus weakening the ear drum. 

The Otovent was developed to be a less invasive, safer and less trau-
matic way to alleviate glue ear in children by allowing them to use the 
device to open the eustachian tube and allow accumulated fluid to 
pass out and air to travel in, thus removing the initial cause of glue 
ear in the first place. 

 

Equalisation Aid For Freedivers - Otovent Dive - Go Freediving  

https://gofreediving.co.uk/equalisation-aid-for-freedivers-otovent-dive
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Extracts  

from  

the  
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Ear & Hearing Health group — Samantha Rattos  

(NSW RURAL DOCTORS NETWORK LTD)  

For members who are not have not joined Rural 
Health Pro it is a great source of information 
with interesting and diverse topics for nurses of 
all persuasions.  Search and join the join the Ear 
and Hearing Health group. Access the webinars 
via the site Rural Health Pro. 

Rural Health Pro 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcommunity.ruralhealthpro.org%2F0F95K00000001p7%3FfromEmail%3D1%26s1oid%3D00D5K0000008aVE%26s1nid%3D0DB5K0000000085%26s1uid%3D0055K000000guaU%26s1ext%3D0%26emkind%3DchatterPostNotification%26emt
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcommunity.ruralhealthpro.org%2F0055K000000VYSk%3FfromEmail%3D1%26s1oid%3D00D5K0000008aVE%26s1nid%3D0DB5K0000000085%26s1uid%3D0055K000000guaU%26s1ext%3D0%26emkind%3DchatterPostNotification%26emt
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Easy Salad/Roast Vegetable Dressing 

 

3/4 cup oil 

1/4 cup Dijon mustard 

1/4 cup maple syrup or honey 

1/4 cup red or white wine vinegar 

 

In a jar -shake.  
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ANAA Inc. Committee 2021/2022 

 

President 

Purna SWEETMAN 

 Hunter New England LHD 

Tamworth Community Health 

PO Box 9783 

Tamworth NSW,  NEMSC 2348 

Phone: 02 67678156 Fax: 02 67663967 

Email: purna.sweetman@health.nsw.gov.au 

 

 

Treasurer 

Kate NORTON 

 Northern NSW LHD 

Grafton Community Health Centre 

Arthur Street, GRAFTON, NSW, 2460 

Phone: 02 6641 8702    Fax: 02 6641 8703 

Email: kate.norton@health.nsw.gov.au 

 

 

 Committee Member/ Editor ‘Ear ‘Tis 

Sharyn WILKINSON 

ACT Health Children’s Hearing Services 

Level 256 Laithlain Street  

Belconnen 2617 

Phone: 0261052346 

Email: sharyn.wilkinson@act.gov.au 

 

Committee Member 

Susan DARBY 

 Hunter New England LHD 

Rainbow Cottage 

149 Turton Road, WARATAH NSW 

Phone: 02 49853267  Fax: 02 49853191 

Email: susan.darby@health.nsw.gov.au 

 

 Committee Member 

Melinda LOWRY 

Hunter New England LHD 

Rainbow Cottage 

149 Turton Road, WARATAH NSW 

Phone: 02 49853267  Fax: 02 49853191 

Phone: 02 6767 8156    Fax: 02 67663967 

Email: melinda.lowry@health.nsw.gov.au 

 

Vice President 

Tracy HAWES 

 Work address: Western Sydney LHD 

Parramatta Community Health Centre 

Mt Druitt Community Health Centre 

Phone: 02 9881 1200 

Email: tracy.hawes@health.nsw.gov.au 

Secretary 

Kirsten BIDDLE 

Hunter New England LHD 

PO Box 701  

Inverell NSW  

Phone: 02 67219600 

Email: 
kirsten.biddle@health.nsw.gov.au 

mailto:kate.norton@health.nsw.gov.au
mailto:Sharyn.Wilkinson@act.gov.au
mailto:susan.darby@health.nsw.gov.au
mailto:purna.sweetman@health.nsw.gov.au
mailto:Tracy.Hawes@health.nsw.gov.au
mailto:susan.darby@health.nsw.gov.au
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